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(57) Abstract: The basic principle of deformable mod- 
els consists of the adaptation of flexible surfaces such 
as tnangular meshes to structures in the image The op 
timal adaptation of an initial mesh is solved by energy 
mimmization. where maintaining the shape of a geomet- 
nc model is traded off against detected feature points of 
the surface of the structure in the image. According to the 
present invention, a prior shape model M (t) is combined 
with adaptation results S (t - 1) of a previous image Ad- 
vantageously, this provides for a robust segmentation of 
movmg or deforming objects. 
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